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 Lasting Impressions Event Rentals has expanded by purchasing the rental assets of 
Acme Events of Cleveland. Acme Events had served the Cleveland community for many years and 
had built a stellar reputation for their gigantic tent inventory. With the combined inventory and 
experience of Lasting Impressions Event Rentals and the new Lasting Impressions Cleveland, both 
Jim Gernstetter, Cleveland Sales Manager, and JP Fritz, LI Owner & President, agree that “new 
unlimited potential” benefits both Columbus and Cleveland customers.
 “As a company, we were ready to expand into another market,” JP explained. “Before this 
addition, we had become under-utilized due to the sheer size and diversity of our inventory. For 
example, we currently own 620 silver chiavari chairs. Very rarely will there ever be a need to have 
this many at one time. Now with Cleveland in the mix, we will be able to utilize all of our inventory 
more prudently.”
 In turn, this will allow for more variety. The possibility of offering more styles of china, 
flatware, chairs, and other inventory is here. “LI Cleveland justifies owning more variety and larger 

amounts of equipment. Newer, fancier, trendier equipment will benefit both 
Columbus and Cleveland.”
 Immediately, Columbus will benefit from LI Clevelandʼs extensive tent 
inventory, which includes 80wide & 100wide high peak tension pole tents, 
30wide & 40wide high peak frame tents, and many styles of clear top tents. 
Cleveland will benefit from LI Columbusʼs large event rental inventory, not to 
mention 30wide and 40wide track tents and large Clearspan tents that are 
currently unavailable in the Cleveland market. As Jim put it, “Lasting Impres-
sions brings A LOT to the table.”
 Current Lasting Impressions Event Rentals  ̓clients will notice that we 
are making Northeast Ohio part of our regular delivery routes. Also, more 
out-of-state jobs are possible due to the growing inventory and staff.
 But it is not all teddy bears and roses, there are a lot of challenges ahead. 
“Policy integration, sychronizing our systems, even little things like cell phone 

plans... itʼs like starting a company from scratch - 
except that Acme was a big company that left a 
large void which we hope to fill,” JP said. “To 
help with this, we have hired some past Acme 
employees that have provided excellent service to 
the Cleveland area for decades. Once we get past 
the intitial hurdles, we will be ready to rock.”
  

LASTING IMPRESSIONS
ROCKS CLEVELAND!

Upper left: High Peak Tension Pole Tents at the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Left: A beautiful day 
under a clear top frame tent. Below: Gigantic pole 
tents on the pier.

JB:Where s̓ a good place to eat? I need someplace that s̓ not expensive yet fun.
DT: Fat Fish Blue. Itʼs a New Orleans Jazz/Blues atmosphere with Louisiana-style food. Plus
there is live entertainment.
JB: Sometimes working for JP makes me want to drink. Where should I go?
DT: There a lot of options. The best bar area is West 6th Street. Itʼs also called the Warehouse
District. You can really pick your poison there. The Velvet Dog has been there a long time and is
pretty popular. If you want a 21-year-old crowd, go to The Blind Pig. Trendy? The Dive Bar.
JB: Aren t̓ there lots of breweries? Which one do you like the best?
DT: Great Lakes
JB: What about live music?
DT: House of Blues always has good music or check out the Tower City Ampitheatre.
JB: Iʼve been to the Cleveland Museum of Art. What other tourist spots should I hit?
DT: Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and the Great Lakes Science Center are popular.
JB: Who do I root for? Browns, Indians, or Cavs?
DT: Browns. But the Indians did really well last year so we are looking forward to this season.
And the Cavs are great right now so it is hard to pick a favorite.
JB: What about college... Buckeyes or... well, whatever is up north?
DT: Buckeyes. Itʼs pretty much an Ohio thing.

        by Jenny Bell
            In order to get the lowdown on Cleveland, I interviewed
     Dave Tollon, Operations Manager at the new LI Cleveland. 

Dave Tollon s̓ Cleveland


